CHAPTER IX
ACCIDENTS
TXT is considered the safest explosive that has ever
found a wide application in warfare.   The manufacture
of this explosive is also comparatively safe, as long as
it- is carried out with ordinary caution. There is no
doubt but that in the present rush to produce TNT in
the greatest possible quantities, and in the least pos-
sible time, there is a tendency to be somewhat lax in
the enforcing of precautionary measures, and that there
is also a tendency to disregard the chemical properties
of the various products and by-products that result from
the manufacture of this product. The fact that TNT
is primarily an explosive, makes certain the further fact
that there are certain conditions under which it must
explode. It is true that not many of these conditions
are known, but it certainly is not impossible that some
of these conditions can be produced in the plant where
the explosive is manufactured. It is no more impos-
sible that TXT will explode under conditions concern-
ing which we know nothing. These conditions may
just as well be brought about as the first kind. To be
on the safe side, then, it is up to the superintendent
of a plant to be certain that no conditions exist in his
plant but those under which it is definitely known that
TNT will not explode. This will insure the safety of
the men, and the safety of the plant.